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students. Research shows that first-year students who receive
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Such support helps to develop their values and skills to enter
the world as responsible, compassionate citizens. This is true
for young people everywhere, but especially for those who
have faced overwhelming odds in childhood.
Michael Tladi never knew his father and was abandoned
by his single mother at the age of five. He lived on the streets
of Pretoria, relying on older boys and petty crime to survive.
He was taken into a shelter run by people who
recognised his ability and helped him matriculate. With their
encouragement, Tladi came to the University of Cape Town
(UCT) to study electromechanical engineering. Faculty staff
helped Tladi to register for classes, access tutoring and get
psychological counselling to help him come to terms with

Gauge in particular has set a benchmark for
communicating research on the many different challenges
confronting children in South Africa. This 13th issue has
been produced in collaboration with the DST-NRF Centre of
Excellence in Human Development at our sister university,
Wits. It focuses on Children, Families and the State, and
explores the ways families, communities, government and
society as a whole can collaborate effectively to nurture
children and support their development. Such research
informs policy and leads to solutions to real problems on
the ground. But the fact is, beyond being academics and
activist-researchers, each of us can help create spaces to give
someone else family-style support. We can invest ourselves,
confident that the result will be a growing community of
compassion.
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